Bacterial contamination of tissue allografts - experiences of the donor tissue bank of Victoria.
The aim of this study is to report the experience of the Donor Tissue Bank of Victoria with bacteria isolated from musculoskeletal, skin and cardiac allografts retrieved from cadaveric donors. The results of all quality control samples for bacterial culture, taken during retrieval and processing of allografts at the DTBV for a 12 month period, were extracted and analysed. It was found that 15.7% of skin, 15.1% of heart valves and 5.8% of musculoskeletal samples had positive culture results. The number and types of organisms isolated varied with tissue type. The most commonly isolated organisms were Staphylococcus species (including S. aureus). The identity of the isolate and the number of positive specimens from the same donor were considerations in the decision concerning the suitability of tissue for subsequent implantation.